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Worship of Lord Subramhanya a Vedic God is prevailing in 
Hindu religion since time immemorial. 
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Widely known as son of Lord Shiva, Lord Subrahmanya was 
commander-in-chief of army of Gods (Devasenapathi) who 
killed the demon Tharakaasura. 


He is called Subrahmanya (Su+BraHmanya) the one who is 
highly chaste, one who has understood the Brahman (absolute 
reality) and blossomed by Brahma JnaAna the supreme 
knowledge. He is considered as Brahmachari (Bachelor). 


He is also Known as Kumara because He always looks like a 
teenager (youth). Lord Subrahmanya is considered as a 
personification of charm, youth, masculinity, valour, vitality 
and wisdom. 


He is an incarnation of Manmatha; 
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Lord Subrahmanya is popularly known as KaArthikeya; the one 
whose birth star is Krittika which is a cluster of six stars whose 
feminine energies (divine mothers) have brought Him up. 


Since He was suckled by six divine mothers He is also known 
as Shan-MaAthura. 
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He is also called as Guha, the one who dwells in caves; 
invariably we find mountains and caves as the abode/temples 
of Lord Subramanya. He is Guha the in-dweller in the hearts of 
his devotees. 


SarAvaNabHava is another popular name of Lord Subramhanya 
the one who has emerged out from the powerful divine energy 
(Tejassu) of Lord Shiva that was initially held by Agni (Fire 
God) and dropped into the holy Ganga (Ganges) that was later 
pushed into a lake called Saravana and shoved to the reedy 
bushes on its banks. Saravana lake is believed to be the 
makeover of the divine mother Goddess Parvathi Devi. 


Since He has emerged out on the laws of Saravana He came to 
be known as SaraVanabHava. Bhava means born. 
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Since He was born from the divine energy that got spilled/ 
shoved; He is known as Skanda. He is Ayonija. 


In Sri Vishnu Sahasranama Stothram (sloka # 36), Lord Vishnu 
is extolled as “SkAnda - SkaNdadhAraH” 


the one who is... 


commander of the forces of wisdom, great thoughts, light and 
delight and unstoppable destructive force for all taMasik people 
like asurasas and other evil-doers. 


He is internal commander in our conflict with the good and the 
bad; guiding us towards the spiritual strength, wisdom and 
discriminative power. 


Lord Sri Krishna says in Bhagawadgita (Vibhuuti Yoga) that He 
is SkaNda among the commanders’-in-chief. 


“SenaAneEnaAm AhaM SkAnda” 


Lord Subrahmanya (SKANDA) is Vibhooti roopa of Lord Sri 
Krishna; 


An exclusive Purana named after Lord Subrahmanya called 
SKANDA PURANA scripted by Lord & Sage Sri VedavyaasaRu 
forms part of the 18 great Puranas called Ashtaadasa Maha- 
Puraanas. 


While Peacock is the Vaahana (mount) of Lord Subrahmanya, 
we find Rooster (Kukkuta) on his flag and portrayed as holding 
a Spear as his weapon. 


Kukkuta believed to be representing Ego (Tarakasura) which 
was subdued by Lord Subramanya; 


Kukkuta gives a wake-up call at dawn; Lord Subramanya with 
Kukkuta as His dhwajah awaken our consciousness (Kundalini) 
for gnyaAna - bhakti - vairagya. 


He is Mano-Vairagya-ChakraabHimaAni Devata. 
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Lord Subrahmanya is assumed as a Sarpa Devatha. But, in fact 
He is not a Sarpa Devatha. He has protected the Serpentine 
clan from Garuda's scare by invoking the blessings of Lord 
Lakshmi Narasimha. Subramanhya sought Sarpa rupa to do 
narsimha dhyana, aradhana without any terrestrial 
disturbance. 


In Madhwa sampradaya, Lord Subrahmanya is considered as 
an incarnation of ManMatha and is placed fairly higher in cadre 
(8th Kakshya) of hierarchy (as per Taratamya) in line with 
Indra having Narayana Aavesha. 


Lord Subrahmanya has a unique place among the Demi-Gods. 
He is associated with all the three Trinal Lords (Trimurthi); 


e As incarnation of Manmatha (son of Lord Sri Hari) 
e As Sanatkumara (Brahma Maanasa Puthra) 
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e As Skanda (son of Lord Shiva) 
apart from... 


e As Bharatha (brother of Lord Sri Rama) 

e As Samba (son of Lord Sri Krishna & Jambavati 

e Devi) during Dwapara Yuga; 

e As Pradyumna [(incarnation of Manmatha) son of Lord Sri 
Krishna & Rukmini Devi] 

e As Sudarshana - (incarnation of Manmatha) 


SuBrahManya - The ShAnMukha Devata 


"Shadaananam Kunkuma Raktha Varnam 
Mahaamathim! Divya Mayuura Vaahanam 
Rudrasya Suunum! Sura-saiNya Naatham 
Guham Sadhaaham Saranam Prapadhye" 


Hel Afcta fact AA aTsaAA | 

aed TA Me Beg aT 

TSA Hel MROTACA SST II 

QwPHAD osoay 6F So 

D088 BBS) Hj Soakrd srLPHad | 
HOSA! APALD ALS HAS VGHo 
Maran Har srpswra QHAY Il 
AMAIIAY DOWD BS Deo 

Whe W3IAY Os, DOT MHA | 
DBA, WAWay avo O30, OBO 
Thaas’ DVOo DONDoAY DG.e I 
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SadhaAham Saranam Prapadhye.... 


I always surrender to Lord Subrahmanya who is; 


Shadaananam - One who has six faces (Shanmukha); 
Kunkuma Raktha Varnam —- One whose complexion is red 
in colour like Kunkuma; 

Mahaamathim - one who is wise; 

Divya Mayuura Vaahanam - One whose vehicle (Vaahana) 
is Mayura (Peacock); 

Rudrasya Suunum - Son of Lord Shiva (Rudra); 
SurasaiNya Naatham —- One who is commander-in-chief of 
army of Gods (Devasenapathi); 

Guham - the one who dwells in caves; in the caves of his 
devotees’ hearts. 
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Lord Subrahmanya popularly known as Shanmukha or 
ShadaAnana is symbolized as having six faces. It is believed 
that six faces represent the five senses and the mind. 


Lord Subrahmanya is worshiped for marital prosperity, 
obtaining progeny; remedy for health problems especially skin 
diseases like leprosy, leukoderma, relief from enemies (both 
internal & external), relief from debts apart from overall 
prosperity and general well-being. 


Lord Subrahmanya is also worshiped for relief from malefic 
effects of Rahu/Kethu, Sarpa/Naga Dosha; Kuja (Angaraka) 
Dosha, delay in marriage etc. Skandha pooja removes fear 
(bhaya nivaarana) 


Anusandhana while worshiping Lord Subramanya... 
Sri Subrahmanya Devathaanthargatha; 
Bharatheeramana Mukhyapraanaanthargatha; 
Pradyumnaroopi Sri Naaraayana.... 


While Lord SubrahManya is to be worshiped on all days of the 
week. 


e Tuesday, 
e Shashti thithi (6th lunar day) and 
e Krittika star days are considered to be more sacred days 


for worshiping Him. 


Skanda (SubrahManya) is AbhimaAni Devata for Shashti thithi. 


For those who are again and again getting into troubles losses 
failures doing krittika pooja, doing shasti pooja, doing Tuesday 
pooja to Skanda antargat parmatma will give smooth life. 
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Skanda Pooja is, bhaya parihaara, nayakatva, Matru vatsalya, 
Sundara deha, Mangalya dosha parihaara, sarpa dosha 
nivarana. 


SkaNda ShasHti (Subrahmanya Shashti) 


Dedicated to Lord Subrahmanya, sixth day (Shashti thithi) of 
the sacred lunar month Margasira maAsa is known as Skanda 
Shashti or Subrahmanya Shashti. 


It is believed to be the day Lord Subramanya was born. As 
such He becomes the presiding deity of Shashti tithi. 


If there is khanda (broken) thithi [<Panchami (+) >Shashti] 
and the day is coinciding with Sunday or Tuesday + Satabhisha 
Nakshathra + Vaidruthi Yoga it is known as ChaMpa Shashnhti. 


Concept remaining same we find people following different 
customs and traditions according to their sampradaya on the 
day of Subrahmanya Shashti which is mostly a South Indian 
festival. 


Yatha-shakti, Brahmachari Pooja + Brahmana/Brahmachari 
Bhojana + Vastra Daana to Brahmachari along with 
Gopichandana and Yagnopaveetha + Dakshine is considered 
meritorious on the day of SkandaShashti. 


Thaipusam is a special event of the day performed at all 
temples of Lord Subramanya especially in South. On this day 
devotees observe an austerity of carrying a Kaavadi (a semi- 
circular decorated canopy supported by a wooden rod) to the 
temple of Lord Subramhanya as a mark of their owe fulfilling 
for averting a calamity. 


We find temples of Lord SubrahManya across the country and 
even abroad; Some of the famous shrines exclusively dedicated 
to Lord SubraMhanya are... 

e Thiruttani, 
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e Palani, 

e Tiruchendur, 

e Tirupparakundram, 

e Swami Malai and 

e Pazamudhircholai in Tamil Nadu; 
e Kukke Subramanya and 

e Ghati Subramanya in Karnataka. 


Subramanya Kshetra 
(As a reference to Theertha Prabandha) 


" WB, 69,0, Dbaroo dedeBo Ses Bs Se " 


In Theertha Prabandha Sri VadiRajaru extols the glory of Lord 
Subramanya... GIeAVALy ASAT alot eet eat | - who has the 
Capacity to describe the merits of Lord Subramanya. 


WAHL, FES, - 


WW H,£3,0, DdaTo SIE BHo Sed BSSe | 

OEALBAHA DA 33,69: MoeGobs awe || az || 

2B, DSI, OAT CAO Wo,H,FoV00 BOA ao | 

JdaeGe BD Bo soared va cbharvsoabes || ac || 

WB, £3, WS - 

DWH, £9, WOH, DBI, VSAGS Gwar’ Bd ISav we) Se): 
Boe DosmGee wo Ac) | 

OD: DYNB BHVSVSWHOS 3.0 HB Go Yoo’ IDaeadab aed 
Ve FeGqU2s;aeQ Bo || ae || 


09,0 BHWd DGG. DW, BF JO Daod DwAed DHVVAoewoas | 
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He W083 Hod, BHaoe Ive Vaodedade SMowWonNGe SSH: VV: Dae 


II #0 || 

BBIrSmM,0BHS: F,Ha,0 NS Bo 3e88aNWd,AGo | 

SBA, DoMIGFdBo Hs, romrsodSoes&eS dad Zee: || vo || 
DeIDSGBvIS, Wods,3, RB RBQowesjori Bwaeesor | 

VH LB Gb VS , WOWG Ho DowSye VSEWIIA, DAoWH,o || v9 || 
UIEAVA ay - 

USEHVALA AAT alot set ea | 

aAfeasoaty Tass afr: eraser Il 3 I 

TEASING SEAM Sloois | 

fated FW arias -asAAA Il 3¢ Il 


greasy Edict - 

iste ah | = AAI sd ACA ASL dd fama aia aia: or 
aisART at feta | 

UT: WMH eaARhAAT Yotd Hate fasta quae war 
KeseaaMaclay || 32 Il 

Hoot Fale faceneahares Let fFoteet TAS factenia TAEAaT aL | 
@ Che ACT Ada Adel Aalel- YA Hosted HAA: FA: RA Il ¥o 


! 

Waidaerigda: Gea sarcais asa | 
TINA Teles WeraAcatsHia AA WH: Il ve I 

Mam ATA MAAT IRSA Mpowormsstersyst HALA | 
aete cfs TaclersicrHest He] Waal PARAS Il ¥2 Il 
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13. Subrahmanya Kshetra : Subrahmanya Is situated at a distance 
of 166 km. from Udupi, and can be reached by bus or car from 
Udupi and Mangalore. It is also connected by bus from all major 
towns of Karnataka. Sri Vishnu Theertha Swamy, the younger brother 
of Sri Acharya Madhwa, and the first monk of Sode Mutt, estab- 
lished the Subrahmanya Mutt. Sri Vishnu Theertha is a Chiranjivi, 
and is said to be in Sahyachala near Subrahmanya doing penance. 
Subrahmanya Mutt and Subrahmanya Temple are in the same 
compound separated by a wall. There is one Darpana Theertha, in 
front of the Mutt and the Temple and the Yathris enter the temple 
only after a dip or footwash in the Darpana Theertha. Great scholar 
and refined speaker saint Sri Vidya Prasanna Theertha Swamtiji is the 
present head of Subrahmanya Mutt. Subrahmanya is situated in the 
dense forests at the bottom of Sahyachala, and the Yathris become 
immensely happy at a mere sight of the place and its surroundings. 
Sri Vadiraja praises the glory of Shanmukha Subrahmanya in six 
Slokas: 
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Oh Subrahmanya, it is too difficult to praise you fully 
For a mere Angapradakshina over _ 

The left-overs served to brahmins here 

Will cure major diseases like leprosy. 37 


Those who committed cruel crimes, 

Like brahma- hatya in previous births 

Come to earth again, to suffer for past sins 

Attacked by leprosy, but you relieve them from 

All the pains as they approach you devotedly 38 


Oh six-faced Subrahmanya, you are 
The supreme commander of the army of Gods 
You are like fire to destroy 
The wicked ; neither the earthly poets 
Nor the celestials know your glory fully, 
Oh son of Shankara, Lover of Brahmins 
You. are all - powerful 
‘As the army-chief of the Celestials 
You earned success to Gods 
Vanquishing powerful Tarakasura,easily 
Without much labour or efforts. 39 


Oh Subrahmanya, son of Bhavani 

You offer food and shelter to those 

Who come to you and cure them 

From leprosy and other skin diseases, 

‘You purify them and remove all their miseries 

None on earth can.match you, in glory and mercy 40 


In the following Sloka, Vadiraja explains Adi Subrahmanya, which 
is situated near the main temple. 


. Oh Adi Subrahmanya, you have aaritas 
. Propagated Skanda-mata,.’ ; 

_ Advocating supremacy of Shanmukha 
But.in your heart of hearts, you are 

; eyoted to Sri Hari and ere staying 
Inside the cave, to worship, Him calmly . 
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And peacefully, undisturbed. 4] 

In the next Sloka, Vadiraja says that the everlasting (Chiranjivi) 
Sri Vishnu Threetha Swamy (the first saint of Sode and Subrahmanya 
mutts) and Subrahmanya Swamy are living together in Subrahmanya 
and are,naturally, bosom friends. 


Oh Shanmuka, you are a rea! friend of 

Sri Vishnu Theertha Muni, you are 

Enemy of Tarakasura and devoted 

To Lord Krishna, you wipe out the sins of your 
Devotees, dwelling in Sahyachala 

Please favour us with the knowledge of Para Brahma, 42 


14. Vedavyasa Samputa : Vadiraja now explains the samputa (box) 
of Vedavyasa Salagrama, which is being worshipped at Subrahmanya 
mutt. It can neither be opened, nor the Salagrama be seen, sepa- 
rately. 


Oh Vedavyasa Krishna, you are present 

In the samputa in the form of Salagrama 

But the Samputa is too strong to open 

To see you out of samputa, indicating your omnipotence, 
The local people are learned 

And are ever engaged in praising your glory. 43 


Oh Vedavyasa, you are firm 

Inside the Samputa as Sri Krishna 

Is firm in the heart of Madhva Muni, 

Oh Samputa Narasimha Swamy 

You are ail supreme, strong and powerful. 4g 
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Kuke kshetra puraana [Skanda Purana] 


” Shaunaka asked Suuta MahaMuni” Hey Mahatma, how come 
this place of Parashuram became Rushyashringa Kshetra? how 
did Subramhanya come to kumar parvat? Why did he stand 
here? Kumaardhara, where did it origin and where did it flow 
towards, kindly narrate the mahima!” 


Sri Suuta preached to Shaunak and others that Parshurama 
kshetra where lord had performed tapas, the place where 
Rushyashrunga had lived, famously known as Kumara Parvata , 
on whose peak lives Subramhanya! I recite the story of such 
Kumara as known to me; Listening to this story, relieves one of 
kushtha [skin diseases] and other miseries. Shanmukha 
mahima relives us all of the pain and thus I recite the story of 
Kumar parvat, kumar dhara and Shanmukha as told to Parvati 
by Shiva, also as known by conversation between Bramha and 
Narada as told by Sahasrabindu to his son Shatabindu, may 
this bring happiness to all and this bestow punya. 


In Tretayuga Sahasrabindu told thus to his son Shatabindu ” oh 
dear son, I narrate to you what Shiva had narrated to his son 
Shanmukha in his childhood . Mahasesha, one day tired of 
bearing the earth on his head, prayed Lord Vishnu, Lord 
appeared and blessed Sesha to take a break and happily 
choose his dwelling place for sometime till then he would 
support the Bramhanda as Koorma. Then Sesha chose the best 
among the mountains Rushyashringa took the form of 
Subramhanya and resided peacefully for many years in Vishnu 
Dhyana. 


Katyayani devi yearning for a son came to this ranges and did 
penance for many years observing AnantPadmanabh vrata. 
Sesha, happy with her penance and austerity blessed her to 
conceive and also established an avesha of his roopa in the 
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child. Thus, blessed with the boon, Agni entered the viirya of 
Shiva, Parvati Devi gave birth to a Son of six faces 
[Shanmukha]. That blessed son, bowing before the Parents and 
after obtaining their permission, went away for penance in the 
western direction, in the Kshetra of Parshuram, Rushyashrung 
Ashrama, Shanmukha, seated in the Tapasya of Shesha 
antargata Anantapadmanabha Swamy. 


Since Kumara had undertaken tapasya, this came to be known 
as Kumara parvata. And the river that flew from this place is 
known as Kumaradhara. And the linga here is known as 
Kukkelinga. Those who know this will be relived of the pains of 
the world. Thus, Men should try his best to serve Kumara. 
Those who pray Skanda seated on a peacock will achieve all 
the desired. Just by mere recital of this devata’s name relieves 
off the sins. 


Rishis exclaim” hey Suta puraanic, kindly give some more 
information extolling Kumar”! Suta explains” when one listens 
to the mahima of Subramhanhya, one will not fear the 
samsaar. In kritayuga, he is known as skanda, in treta as 
shanmukha, in dwapar as mayurvahan, in kaliyuga as 
Subrahmanya. in krita this parvat is known as Rama parvat , 
tretayuga Rishyashringa, in dwapar as skandaparvata, in 
Kaliyuga as kumaraparvata. 


Kumardhara relieves all from sins, Subrahmanya relieves 
everyone who just remember him of hunger and thirst. Those 
who pray lord Skanda will always get food without fail. Early 
morning recitation of his name will give clean mindset free of 
evil. 


Those who listen or tell this purana during gayatri japa, 
riverside, near gooseberry tree, neem, pipal etc will attain 
bramhaloka. He will get success and victory. A mental 
recitation with devotion will definitely fetch favours from 
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skanda, also mukti is also ensured by this. Those who write 
this puraana also obtain Vishnu saayujya. He will be blessed 
with children and grandchildren without fail. He will be blessed 
with riches, grains and lands giving much harvest, gold and 
pompous life. This recitation will ensure good physical features, 
and many learnings of secret sciences. One who listens also 

will obtain progeny, and health. Thus, one must make efforts to 
pray lord Subrahmanya. 


Sri Subramhanya Shodasanaama Stothram 
st Yseavs sewrenaeas 
3a A UHEAVS WSMATACATASTAALS STEAM aTEALT: | 


sesetea: | Use cat | AAve faqeast ay faferarr: | 
caret | 
saat RR i Porat Pastarciepat | 


itd GAAS PeyaHss Ue Geez || 

Ue HeHeAPM PT Ne Steele Ae | 
caidiituatdatte Rada the URMAT || e || 
yaAaeaecaear afacdia: The Ud Tz | 
stant ddard Teagan: 2 || 

TMA: GAA: Wed: Yo: Mauileaqd: | 

eda: HidhwwT HARASCACAA || 3 || 
aqqH: WAG: Wed: AHIR: TAA eer | 
VHleed Acleit: Tel aaa va a || ¥ || 
AME TAIN acdsee: | 
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Hldany Tara: Steer: WRaateet: || 4 || 
sista ara at sdautadaa: | 
FECUIAGAY FECA ASA SEAVIETA: || & || 
pfacdd Agreed sarelt aad ae | 
peal aac Heal Mena MqTAyTATT || v || 
facet aera qui erent errr | 
UcIMwad Aca: AHI AHA Ys || ¢ || 

BC WWH,£3, AoeBIvowMAoeso 
OV, BK WH, £9, MOeGIToMAeS WHIDHG, AG, 
ene esriaodyds | UdM Bod: | MYS, Ree Geaso | Madea, 
AG Ger BE Adodwenrs | 
9,00 | 
ABO sHeowNo Z9abNo BSYyOWT2UV0S)S00 | 
Bdo0 BWA SAovayabho sevsio GWBssay | | 
DIO DA, BWowTo 3 SOBo BUG Hondo Vo | 
De, ceHed SLQHGo 33a W,0Go Woe eHSo || 0 || 
BPO GoIssa So, Q.3eabs 0,00 as 2 | 
OANBED Seabah womveaby Apes: || 9 || 
Troorteah: Bowad: Voes: Aas BdeHoed a: | 
VHads S8rSeoh3s HvbdaqaahaPe || 2 || 
VHD? HEY, V2 DoeSs SoS: J, Gee BE | 
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QTOGTD, Demones MHL D903 do 3 || v || 
GAoedAoe WH, ee SHSCWID DBE Ss 
S0wDoe BUSS: AoeVBs: SDOowvs: 
BOGS ,Son) Domo) oe BSG Sows: 


| 93 || 


WHA BVA WW SBA WH, £90 as 
OS " 


SNS, C23 DWHIDG.€ BaroHer oase Bavo | 


lell 


SrA Her OBSe Sra,0 WonmoHler Bonarow) aoe || 2 || 
apralsg oeadse anve BvoQeer QsVa, Se | 
obG Se, GrabSe MSF: SS dF0 vyse GSo || o || 
2 OYE) ca; MsrraoY go 
WAS g D.WYENZ caf Tears Y gave Moga QO Beara are | 
BABVS os: | Loge 1855 Goer | Sosy aiaks wer DOW: | 
Fido | 
DECSo PDI sro BrawtoHo DYrowo°vos,wro | 
$0 Sado GarvmAsawlo Heo GAs) SSOd || 
Fonte) DSW WAI Go S SSdo HHQGardso Hor | 
WLODAD GVQSo @HAGo Aj odo xpororAdo || o || 
QSIT PIES’ Hy AG Boro: Ap 065 Ded cS | 
WA) MHByQyBavXp evreroTio ey aoge: || > || 


TOMO: Dosa: HS: IY SIH" Syed: | 
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HQavd: SOSOsy HMSPyQswve || 2 || 

Sade: EAD] HM: D'S SSS: QI Se | 

ISSSS) DPA: MF aorods 25 5 || v || 

GAPS Qrryerd Miws soe: | 

Poder DodSF: MSs: arse: || a | | 

WABI PAPI Gr Boy SHootes: | 

BBP BOF eae Barr gry ced xo: || & || 

SDSS DSVQ woir§ OSS wovr0 | 

S56 VHB SIO erard BPAY) OOS l| e || 

aut VHB DO*VKo AaO HHDBD) s | 

ocjer Gord DG: S50 HB GySo || o || 
Sri subrahmanya sodaSanamastotram 


asya Sri subrahmanya sodaSanamastotramahamamtrasya 
agastyobhagavanrsih | anustupchamdah | subrahmanyo devata | 
mamesta siddhyarthe jape viniyogah | 


dhyanam | 


sadvaktram sikhivahanam trinayanam citrambaralamkrtam | 
Saktim vajramasim trisUlamabhayam khetam dhanuscakrakam | | 
pasam kukkutamamkuSam ca varadam hastairdadhanam sada | 
dhyayedipsitasiddhidam sivasutam skamdam suraradhitam|| 1 || 


prathamojnhanasaktyatma dvitiyah skamda eva ca | 
agnigarbhastrtiyastu bahuleyascaturthakah || 2 || 


gamgeyah pamcamah proktah sasthah Saravanodbhavah | 
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saptamah kartikeyaSca kumarasScastamastatha || 3 || 


navamah sanmukhah proktah tarakarih smrto dasa | 
ekadasasca senanith guho dvadasa eva ca || 4 || 


trayodaso brahmacari SivatejaScaturdasah | 
kraumcadarl pamcadaSah sodaSah sikhivahanah || 5 || 
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Q. Out of ignorance I want to get clarified on a few aspects, sir. 
Subrahmanya is not sarpa devatha. He protected the sarpa 
clan from Garuda devaru with the blessings of Lord Shri 
Lakshmi Narasima. In that case, pls clarify as to why we do 
puja to nagappas on Shasti days. What is the reason behind 
this tradition? I want to know this since long time. Also, I can 
see a Snake caught by the peacock in many pictures. And we 
do puja to nagappa on Subrahmanya festivals. Pls enlighten us 
with the reason behind this. 


A. According to DharmaShastra, actually Nagapooja 
(Nagaaradhana) is prescribed on the lunar day of Panchami 
and if it is associated with Shashti it is preferred. 


Lord Aadi Sesha (Sarpa Devatha) is the presiding deity for 
Panchami thithi. Similarly for Shashti thithi Lord Subramanya is 
the presiding deity. 


Subramanhya sought Sarpa rupa to do Narsimha dhyana, 
aradhana without any terrestrial disturbance and also Lord 
Subramanya has protected/helped the Serpent (Naga) Clan, it 
is befitting to perform Nagaaradhna also while worshiping Lord 
Subramanya on Shashti day. 


Regarding the picture, even in case of Lord Garuda also we 
come across such symbolism. 


Lord Vishnu reclines on Aadi Sesha while Garuda is His mount 
which is an enemy of Serpents. We can come across some 
more such examples. 


Ultimately the message is to live in tandem with the Nature 
and its species. According to my understanding five/seven 
hooded serpents are of a higher class generally very rare. 


Annexure 
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Why to worship Itara Devatas...? 


Basically, all Demi- Gods are Vishnu devotees. They are Vishnu 
Parivaara Devathas; Lord Vishnu will not get pleased if His 
devotees are not respected. One cannot overlook / ignore them 
in one's spiritual journey. 


In the divine administrative setup ordained by its President 
Lord Vishnu there cannot be any compromise / ignorance in 
worshiping Vishnu ParivaAra Devatas like Ganapati, Rudra, 

SubraHmanya, NavaGrahas etc... 


They should be worshipped appropriately with proper 
anusandhana and as per Taratamya duly understanding their 
Tattva; while focus should always be on 


" Hari Sarvottama BharatiramanaMukhyaPraanaAntargatha...." 


Lord SubraHmanya (SKANDA) is Vibhooti roopa of Lord Sri 
Krishna; 
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It is a Subhashita from the desk of Sri Visvesha Theertharu 
(Visvesha VaAni) where in Swamiji is highlighting the 
significance of giving respect to Vishnu Bhaktas; 


Adding further, Vishnu saannidya will not be there where 
Vishnu devotees are ignored/disrespected and it will be there 
where they are respected/honoured. 


In this regard Swamiji is quoting the example of Daksha Yagna 
wherein Sri Rudra Devaru, parama bhagavatottama and 
Vaishnavottama was insulted for which Lord Vishnu did not 
attend the Yagna resulting in GarvaBhanga to Daksha. 


After Daksha realised the significance of Sri Rudra Devaru and 
was properly respected Lord Vishnu attended the same. 


On a similar analogy Swamiji is stating that a Guru should 
never be insulted which is equal to insulting Bhagavantha > 
Lord Vishnu. 


Do we need a better affirmation to worship Sri SubraMhanya 
DEvaru? 


Disclaimer... 


This write up is based on principles of Dvaita 
Tattvavada, Taratamya, Hari Sarvottamatva —- Vaayu 
Jeevottamatva as per Madhva sampradaya. 


nAham kARtA hAriH kArtA 
Hari Sarvottama —- Vaayu Jeevottama 
Sri GuruRaajo Vijayate 
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(Samputa Narasimha Devaru — Kukke Kshetra) 
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(Ghaati Subrahmanya Kshetra) 
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